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A warm welcome to our new Year 7 and 12 students!!
On Wednesday 3  September, we welcomed both our new Year 7
and 12 students back to Rochester Grammar School. It has been
fantastic to see so many new faces, as well as many familiar ones
from our last years Year 11 cohort, with many returning to begin

their A-level pathway over the coming two years. 

rd

Students arrived to school punctually, and looking their best,
before embarking on an extended tutor programme over the first

two days to prepare them for the year ahead. 
Year 12 also had an opportunity to test their team work skills in

an introductory Bench ball competition on day two - a great
opportunity for new students to get to know one another.

We look forward to another
exciting year ahead, and of

course getting to know all of
our new students over the

coming weeks! 

An introduction from our Head Student

Dates for
the diary
24/9/25 - Year 11

Parent Afternoon
15/10/25 - Year 7

Parent Afternoon
Information letter to follow

SEPARATELY VIA ARBOR

Classcharts is the software that we use for all
positive/negative house points, and homework that your
child receives within school. 

Hi, I’m Ede- Head Girl here at RGS. I work alongside
a brilliant and inspiring Executive Officer Team as a
voice for the student body, and I couldn’t be more
excited to meet more of the new students at our school.
RGS has forever been a place of inspiration and
comfort for me, with friends and staff that always had
my best interest at heart and pushed me to believe in
myself. If I ever thought I was ‘okay-ish’ at something,
RGS taught me that you are always smarter than you
think, more confident than you’d ever imagined, and
 much more resilient than you give yourself credit for. Every “I’m not sure” was gently
rewritten as a “I’m going to give it a go” from the minute I walked through the school
gates in year 7. Now, looking back as a student in their last year of school, I am filled with
an immense sense of pride in myself and my peers for the community have contributed to,
and I am thrilled to think about the community that new students attending our school will
build for themselves. 
My advice for this new school year is to immerse yourself in it all! If
you’re an artist, a writer, an engineer- rest assured, there are communities,
clubs and unwavering support that will only add fuel to that fire. Education
is, in my opinion, of the utmost importance- and I am incredibly excited to
witness the growth and success of a fantastic new cohort. All the best! 

For new Year 7 and 12 parents/carers - parental logins will be being sent out to
you via Arbor from the week beginning 15/9/25.
For any existing parents/carers who are still to access their accounts but would
like to do so, please contact your child’s Form Tutor in the first instance.



Wear a yellow
accessory or

clothing item to
school £1 donation

made via Arbor,
or cash payment

within school

Byron & Cassidy - 25/9/25
Fitzgerald & Hildegard - 26/9/25 
Somerville & Tomlinson - 29/9/25

Payments will be cash only
 (all donated items must be nut free) 
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Harvest Festival 2025

Every year, RGS supports our local Medway Foodbank though our
annual Harvest Festival collection. As one of our traditional house

competitions, each tutor group is set the challenge of creating a harvest
donation box based on a set ‘theme’, as well as working together to

provide a variety of donated food and household/toiletry items to be
donated to the foodbank. This year, the theme for tutor boxes has been
set as ‘Medway’, with each house choosing their own interpretations on
how to reflect something that reflect our local community. House Prizes

are awarded for both ‘best dressed boxes’, and ‘overall donations
received’. A shopping list is provided to the right of key items that

Medway Foodbank would be extremely grateful to receive as a part of
our harvest campaign this year. Whilst we typically would ask for all

tutor group members to try as a minimum to donate one item from the
recommended shopping list for their overall tutor box, any additional
donations beyond this are of course very much welcomed. Donations

can be added to tutor boxes from the week beginning 6  October 2025,
with final donations to be made on the morning of Friday 10  October
when the box competition will conclude, and our annual harvest festival

assemblies are led by Mrs Brinklow.
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Blazer and other general school uniform (in addition to
yellow addition) must be worn as usual on the day

Open Day for
Year 7

Admissions

Saturday 4
October

t h

Students that have signed
up to help are required on

site from 9am-1pm

MacMillan Fundraiser 2025

Transforming Life Chances

RGS SPOTLIGHT



Book Donations
We are looking to expand our book

offerings within our library by seeking
suitable parental donations. Do you have
any teenage appropriate books at home

that you have and no longer require?
Please drop these to school and place in

the book donation box located in the
student locker room.

Reward Donations
We are looking to expand our

Classcharts reward shop
availability. If  any parents/carers
would like to make any donations

of stationary items, gift cards,
book vouchers etc. please email

office@rochestergrammar.tsat.uk
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Advice Zone

Recently launched EE’s Safer SIMs are
specially designed phone plans for
children that give parents greater

control and peace of mind. With built-
in parental controls, scam call

protection, and spending limits that
can’t be turned off, these plans are
tailored to help keep children safer
while they are connected to the EE
network. Whether you're setting up

your child’s first phone or upgrading to
something more secure, Safer SIMs

may be a consideration to help monitor
your child’s internet activity.

Safer SIMs include built-in content
and spending controls that can’t be
turned off. These stop children from

accessing 18+ content whilst on the EE
network and from adding extras or

incurring additional charges. Parental
controls block access to websites based
on content categories but can’t block
all content in apps. Scam call labelling

is also included to help prevent children
answering scam calls.

Year 7

Resilience week -
Week Beginning -

Monday 22
September

n d
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Advice Zone

An estimated one-third of children
have a social media account, so it’s
important that trusted adults know

what content young people are
consuming; what they’re posting; and
what interactions they’re having. On

social media, it can be easy to go down
a rabbit hole that isn’t beneficial to our
wellbeing. As platforms grapple with
managing ‘legal but harmful’ content,
lives are being impacted – sometimes
to tragic effect. We might be daunted

by the scale of the tech giants and their
content which enthrals young people,

but we can still help children to be
mindful of their mental wellness:

recognising when something isn’t OK
… and knowing what to do about

content that upsets them.
In the guide, you'll find tips such as
how to hide content, setting daily

limits and discussing what children
have seen online.

https://nationalcollege.com/guides/social-media-
mental-health 

When was the last time you checked your child’s screen time?

Monitoring your child’s overall screen time is a useful way to
check the regularity of them using their device (overall time),
as well as access to particular apps - especially ones that may

not appear as they initially first seem. By identifying these
early, conversations and early intervention can be applied.

Road safety
workshop for all

year 7 students
Wednesday 24

September

t h

Period 1

Year 7



Homework Club
A reminder that in addition to the above, Homework club runs every day

within school from 3.15 - 4pm. This is based in D94/5 (PC suite), and
available for all year groups to attend.

We also run a ‘Success Maker’ after school provision on Monday -
Wednesday (invite only) for students requiring support with general

organisational skills. Please speak with your child’s Head of Year should you
feel that they may benefit from this provision.

Parent/Carer reminder -  A
reminder that all students

in Years 7 - 11 must
ensure they exit the school
site at 4pm. Unfortunately

there is no supervised
provision on the school

site beyond this time
(unless attending a

separate club/enrichment
opportunity that has

otherwise been agreed in
advance. 

 Breakfast Club - Our
school breakfast club

provision is available from
7.30am each morning in

the main hall. Free
porridge is also available

to all students. 
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Thursday 16
October

t h

Students return to
school on Tuesday

4  Novembert h

End of 
Term 1 Info
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