Sociology summer recommended reading/task
Especially if you didn’t do Sociology GCSE it would be useful to have a look at some GCSE theories and case studies (although of course we revise those in A Level).
The four “basic” Sociology theories are Feminism, Functionalism, Interactionism and Marxism, so reading/watching anything on those would be good.
The A Level units we do are Education, Family, Crime, Media, Theories, Research Methods. 
1. The tutor2u.net is good and has lots of videos – but be careful whether it’s the A Level or GCSE videos you’re clicking on! 
· If you’re super keen you can look at all the A Level videos on theory and methods Theory & Methods Topic Videos | Collections | Sociology | tutor2u
· Or you can look at the GCSE ones Quick Revise | AQA GCSE Sociology Revision Blast Videos | Collections | Sociology | tutor2u
· Just searching for “AQA Sociology tutor2u” on Youtube will bring up lots of things. Just make sure it’s the right level for you.
2. The Crash Course site on Youtube has a Sociology course with lots of interesting relevant videos though of course it’s not specifically linked to AQA or A Level/GCSE. Crash Course Sociology - YouTube
3. An interesting task might be to find a news story on anything related to crime, education, media or family, and then ask AI if it can give you a Feminist/ Functionalist/ Interactionist/ Marxist perspective on that story. Obviously read it too! It would be interesting to ask you what you got.
I did one literally just now with Copilot and my prompt was “Write me a paragraph of Feminist sociological perspective on the Lucy Letby case” on the “Think Deeper” setting, and as well as further links to Feminist theory, this is what I got:-

From a feminist sociological perspective, the Lucy Letby case highlights how deeply gendered expectations shape both the interpretation of crimes and the treatment of women in professional care roles. Society traditionally casts women nurses as nurturing mothers, and when a female caregiver commits violence, media coverage and public outrage often intensify because it both violates and dramatises those maternal stereotypes. Feminist analysis also points to how institutional pressures and systemic failures in the NHS—such as understaffing and under-resourcing—may hide wider structural issues while scapegoating an individual. By examining how gender intersects with professional power, we can critique the ways patriarchy influences narratives around innocence, guilt, and medical authority and ask whether a male nurse in the same position would face equivalent scrutiny or vilification. This perspective encourages us to question not only the individual actions but also the broader social and institutional contexts that enable tragedies and shape collective responses.
