
Summer Work

 Part of the IB DP in Music is engaging with a wide variety of music

 I want you to keep a listening diary over the summer – this will be the first 

part of your IB Music Journal

 Over the summer I want you to listen to (and I mean really listen to) at 

least one work per week, and I want you to focus on Area of Inquiry 1: 

Music for Sociopolitical and cultural expression

 In September you will all be asked to briefly present on one of the pieces 

you have listened to 



Example

Piece Instrumentation Musical features AoI? Notes

Kalush Orchestra -
Stefania

Mostly synths and drum 
machines

Vocals are harmonised 
with a drone.

Includes sopilka (Ukrainian)

Melody led 
homophony

Tempo steady 
c100bpm

Verse-chorus with some 
dance breaks

AoI1 – elements of 
traditional Ukrainian 

music, plus has taken 
on extra significance 
since war started

AoI3 – maybe – dance 
is an important element

Originally a song about 
motherhood, it has 

taken on deeper 
significance since the 
invasion.  The band 
have been allowed out 
of Ukraine (as have 
some other artists) to 

represent the country 
when most men of 
fighting age are not 
able to leave.


